Chapter XXIX
THE  POPE'S  PRONOUNCEMENTS

U,

P to now we have dealt with the Pope's activities from
a political point of view, but we must also look for
one moment at the religious influence of his teaching,
We have presumed throughout; this hook that the three
hundred and fifty million Catholics who recognise the
Pope as their Sovereign in regard to everything connected
with the next world will also listen with great interest to
anything he has to say with regard to numdane matters.
After all, h\ the past history of the Church the world has
often admired when prelates, such as Thomas a Beeket,
have openly opposed monarehs they considered to be too
Intolerant, and there is no doubt that much of the freedom
of the world to-day is due to the insistence by different
Popes on certain religious beliefs.
During the present pontificate, we have had to cover a
period in the history of the world which is a period of
reaction, from the tension of the Great War* and which is
also a period in which modern invention and ideas have
developed in, an unprecedentedly rapid manner. It is
inevitable that the Catholics of the world* and especially
those whose minds are never quite made up on any
particular political point, should ask what the Pope has
to say about such developments. lie has on different
occasions issued encyclicals, which have dealt with the
problems of individual nations, as for example his most